Volumetric interstitial hyperthermia: role of the critical care nurse.
Although statistical survival of patients with malignant brain tumor is dismal and their care can be emotionally exhausting, it is hopeful and rewarding to the critical care nurse to participate in a clinical investigation that will improve the future of these patients. Each therapy cycle administered, each patient treated, and each family member is different; each is a challenge for the critical care nurse. The quality and success of a clinical investigation requires the commitment of many people working together in close team effort. With effective communication, insight, and cooperation the critical care nurse working in this research setting shares in the patient's and family's hope and determination for the future of improved medical and nursing management of malignant brain tumors.